Preferential Tariff Treatment for goods from the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) Countries: New Arrangements from 1st January, 2008

Changes occurred to the preferential treatment of ACP products entering the European Community (EC) under a commitment given to the World Trade Organisation (WTO) to introduce new preferential trade arrangements for the ACP States from 1st January, 2008. 

With this in mind the EC is negotiating reciprocal Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) with six regional groups of ACP Countries (please see Annex 1).  When the EPAs are fully agreed and implemented, all remaining quota and tariff limitations on access to the EU market will be removed for the six ACP groups.  With the exception of rice and sugar (for which Tariff reductions will be phased in) nil preferential rates of duty will be payable on all ACP products.

The negotiations on the EPAs are not yet complete, however, with agreement still to be reached in a number of crucial areas. In the absence of final agreement, arrangements have been put in place under an interim regulation (Market Access Regulation – MAR), which was adopted by the European Council on 20/12/2007, to allow countries who have initialled a WTO-compatible agreement to benefit from the improved “Cotonou” rules of origin. Countries that have initialled such an agreement are listed in Annex II.

For goods originating in all other ACP States, which are released to free circulation in the EC on or after 1st January, 2008, the only preferential rate of duty available is under the EC’s Generalised System of Preferences (GSP). A certificate of origin Form A must be used to obtain preference, instead of the movement certificate EUR.1 under Cotonou.

Full details on the above arrangements are set out in Official Journal L 348 of the 31st December, 2007 which can be accessed at : 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/JOHtml.do?uri=OJ:L:2007:348:SOM:EN:HTML
Any enquiries on the above should be directed to the Classification Origin and Valuation Unit, Customs Procedures Branch, Government Offices, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary.  

Phone: 067 63213, 067 63325 or 067 63260.  

E-mail: origin&quotasection@revenue.ie
ANNEX I

The Six Regional Groups

Central Africa




 West Africa and Mauritania 

Cameroon




Benin

Central Africa




Burkina Faso

Chad





Cape Verde

Congo (Brazzaville)



Gambia

Congo (Democratic Republic – Kinshasa)

Ghana

Equatorial Guinea



Guinea

Gabon





Guinea Bissau

Sao Tome and Principe



Ivory Coast







Liberia







Mali







Mauritania







Niger







Nigeria







Senegal







Sierra Leone







Togo

East South Africa



Southern Africa 

Burundi





Angola

Comoros




Botswana

Djibouti





Lesotho

Eritrea





Mozambique

Ethiopia





Namibia

Kenya





Swaziland

Malawi





South Africa

Mauritius




 

Madagascar

Rwanda

Seychelles

Sudan

Tanzania

Uganda

Zambia

Zimbabwe
Caribbean




Pacific

Antigua





Cook Islands

Bahamas




Federated States of Micronesia

Barbados




Fiji

Belize





Kiribati

Dominica




Marshall Islands

Dominican Republic



Nauru

Grenada





Niue

Guyana





Palau

Haiti





Papua New Guinea

Jamaica





Samoa

St. Lucia




Solomon Islands

St. Vincent and Grenadines


Tonga

St. Christopher and Nevis



Tuvalu

Surinam





Vanuatu

Trinidad and Tobago

ANNEX II

Regions or states that have concluded negotiations under the interim regulation:

Antigua and Barbuda

Bahamas

Barbados

Belize

Botswana

Burundi

Cameroon

Comoros

Cote D’Ivoire

Dominica

Dominican Republic

Fiji 

Ghana

Grenada

Guyana

Haiti

Jamaica

Kenya

Lesotho

Madagascar

Mauritius

Mozambique

Namibia

Papua New Guinea

Rwanda

Saint Kitts and Nevis

Saint Lucia

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

Seychelles

Suriname

Swaziland

Tanzania

Trinidad and Tobago

Uganda

Zambia

Zimbabwe

