
Claim for Relief for Legally Enforceable
Maintenance Payments

PPS Number

Tax year for which you are making a claim

Is the Maintenance Agreement legally enforceable

Annual amount of the payment
(exclude any child portion)

Date the maintenance payments commenced
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Tax refunds can be paid by cheque to your address or by transfer to your Irish bank account. 
If you wish to have any refund which you may be due paid directly to your Irish bank account, 
please supply your bank account details:

Note: Any subsequent Revenue refunds will be made to this bank account unless otherwise 
notified. It is not possible to make a refund directly to a foreign bank account.

Sort Code: Account Number:9

Declaration which MUST be signed
I declare that all the particulars in this form are correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Signature:

E-mail Address: Phone No:

Date:

R3
Scan ID

R3

The above details can be obtained from 
your Certificate of Tax Credits 

GCD Unit No.

Yes No

Name of recipient
Address of recipient (if known)
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Legally Enforceable Maintenance

Claim for Relief for Legally Enforceable
Maintenance Payments

An individual is entitled to a deduction in arriving at total income in respect of legally enforceable 
maintenance payments made to a former spouse or civil partner

Legally enforceable maintenance payments are made under:
1. An order of court
2. Deed of separation
3. Rule of court
4. Trust
5. Covenant
6. Any other arrangement - which gives rise to a legally enforceable obligation

Maintenance of a former spouse or civil partner
■	 Payments must be made gross
■	 An individual is entitled to a deduction in arriving at total income
■	 Recipient is taxable on payments (*see exception below)
■	 Both parties are assessed as single individuals

Child Maintenance
■	 This is effectively ignored for tax purposes
■	 Payments must be made gross; no deduction allowed
■	 The recipient is not taxable on the payment and it is not classed as income of the child

*Alternative Basis for legally enforceable maintenance
A couple with a legally enforceable maintenance agreement may jointly elect in writing at any time 
during the tax year to be treated as a married couple or civil partners for tax purposes.

■	 The maintenance payments are ignored for tax purposes
■	 The couple are assessed on the basis of Separate Assessment

Where such an election is made:

Voluntary Maintenance
In the case of Voluntary Maintenance:

■	 An individual is not entitled to a deduction from total income
■	 The recipient is not assessed to income tax on the payments
■	 Both spouses or civil partners are assessed on their own incomes as single individuals

Note - Where a spouse or civil partner ‘wholly or mainly’ maintains a former spouse or civil partner, 
i.e. the maintenance payments exceed the former spouse’s or civil partner’s income, this spouse or 
civil partner is entitled to the married persons or civil partners tax credit but will not be due the married 
persons or civil partners rate band.

Tax Refunds
If your claim is in respect of the current tax year an amended certificate of tax credits will be sent 
to you and your employer will pay any refund due directly to you.
If your claim is for a previous tax year or during a period of unemployment, any refund due 
will be sent directly to you by Revenue. Tax refunds can be paid by cheque or to your Irish bank 
account. It is not possible to make a refund directly to a foreign bank account.

As your claim may be selected for future audit, you are requested to retain all 
documentation relating to this claim for a period of 6 years.


