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1. Introduction

Section 466 of the Taxes Consolidation Act (“TCA”) 1997 provides that an individual

may claim a tax credit if he or she maintains a relative, or a relative of his or her

spouse or civil partner, at his or her own expense, in the circumstances outlined in
aragraph 2.

¥

TI& me of this relative must not exceed the “specified amount” of €18,028 for
they

amoumd?ﬂ amounts relevant for prior years.

assessment 2025 - see paragraph 6 for more information on the specified

n of th@lmant will %j‘)rmally qualify as a dependent relative (see

h 3 for f@amfor ).

The amOLQ he tax@ﬂ a.vaila the 2025 year of assessment, subject to all

conditions o sﬂon 466 %997 beingset, is €305.

Note: “Maintains &or her %xpense' for the purposes of this section, means
financially maintaini e depe relative eeting their every day living
costs. To qualify for the@iﬁ[edit, the’Claimant @nancially maintain the
relative. @
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2.

Who is a Dependent Relative?

The section provides for the granting of a tax credit to a person who proves for any

year of assessment that he or she maintains at his or her own expense any of the

relatives listed below, provided that the income of the claimant’s relative or the

relative of the claimant’ s spouse or civil partner does not exceed the “specified

amount” (see paragraph 6):

(a)

(b)

(c)

a relative of the claimant, or of the claimant’s spouse or civil partner where
that relative is incapacitated by old age or infirmity from maintaining himself or
herself;

Example 1
John maintains his incapacitated aunt, who is unable to look after herself. John

can.claim the'dependent rélative tax credit in respect of his aunt provided that
his'aunt’s income. does not exceed the specified amount (i.e., €18,028 for
2025).

Example 2
Michael maintains his father who is incapacitated by old age. Michael can

claim the dependent relativestax credit in respect of his father provided that
his father’s income"does not exceed the specified amount (i.e., €18,028 for
2025).

the widowed father or widowed mother of the claimant or of the claimant’s
spouse or civil partner, or a parent of the claimant’s civil partner who is a
surviving civil partner, whether incapacitated or not;

Example 3
Mary maintains her widowed motheriwhoilives next'door. Mary can claim the

dependent relative tax credit in respect'ofiher mother, provided her mother’s
income does not exceed the specified amounty(i.e., €18;028 for 2025).

a son or daughter of the claimant or a son or daughter of the civil partner of
the claimant, living with the claimant on whose services the claimant, by
reason of old age or infirmity, must depend - see paragraph 3 for exclusions.

Example 4
Ann is 35 and lives with her mother Joan, who is 80 and depends on Ann.to

look after her. Joan pays Ann’s everyday living expenses. Joan can claim the
dependent relative tax credit provided that Ann’s income does not exceed the
specified amount.
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3.  Whois not a Dependent Relative?
¢ The following are not considered relatives for the purposes of section 466 TCA 1997:

O e arelative whose income exceeds the “Specified Amount” of €18,028 for 2025
% (see paragraph 6 for amount for previous years);
L

.
)child under the age of 18 will not be a dependent relative for the purposes of

isiection unless that minor child is a carer for the claimant and lives with the

({fﬁant (see paragraph 2(c));

e anin itated child — the incapacitated child tax credit may be available for
& this rel The dependent relative credit cannot be claimed in conjunction
Ath thei i c x credit in respect of the same individual and

\?'e a clai s eligib both credits in respect of the same individual,
th

pacitat &)ktax c%:%ill be granted;
e .

e arelativeho is inc ated by e or infirmity from maintaining himself
or herself% is not financially ained by the claimant;

e awidowed fat}‘%widowe@:her O%aimant who is not financially
maintained by th Want. (‘

)
< 2 &
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4. Residence

There is no requirement for the dependent relative to live in Ireland to qualify for
¢ this credit. However, the dependent relative must meet the other qualifying criteria
O such as the income threshold and being incapacitated by old age or infirmity from
a aintaining himself or herself or a widowed father, mother or civil partner of the
laimant or of the claimant's spouse or civil partner. If you are claiming for a child on
Iww%services you depend on, that child must live with you.

[ ]
If yo # laiming for a relative who resides outside the State, you must be able to
rove tld all conditions of section 466 TCA 1997 are met, including that:
@ 1. yo ide assistance with meeting the cost of everyday living or the hiring

& ofac (9

hat the ?ve isin itated by reason of old age or infirmity from
n

intaini self or , and
3. e relat not in recejpt of income over the specified amount
(pa . ¥

i
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5.

(a)
%,
e,

Restrictions

A relative will not qualify as a dependent relative where the income of the
relative exceeds the ‘specified amount’ — see paragraph 6.

The dependent relative tax credit cannot be claimed in conjunction with the
incapacitated child tax credit.

t is divided between such individuals in proportion to the amounts

.
(c» here 2 or more individuals jointly maintain a dependent relative, the tax
L ]
e

%

nded by each individual in financially maintaining that relative.

Section TCA 1997 prohibits an individual from claiming the dependent
itorin itated child tax credit in respect of the person who

&0
Exapqﬂs $/ . \j:k

Janeis 3}!‘ad lives er mothﬁridget, who is 78 and incapacitated and
depends o@ tolo r her. t pays Jane’s everyday living
expenses. B claims depende @ative credit in respect of Jane.
Bridget, theref@cannot C Welief un ﬁction 467 TCA 1997 were she to

PR

employ Jane as h

e“&

e‘%er.
%
x 2
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6. Specified Amount

¢ The tax credit is reduced to nil where the dependent relative’s income exceeds the
O “specified amount”.

@he specified amount, as provided for in section 466 TCA 1997, is as follows:

. )ear of Assessment Specified Amount
6 2025 €18,028
f‘ 2024 €17,404
d\ 2023 €16,780

2 'a% 2 o
2 ¢ ©

The "spe%moun@ asgd on tate Pension (Contributory) at the
e‘mder the.ﬁ{s’el Welfares€onsolidation Act 2005), plus certain
g

additional allow. s - the regate of t aximum State Pension (Contributory)
for an individual a or ovéﬂming the living alone allowance, the Island
allowance plus €280.®tated a ﬁthe spe amount for the 2025 year of
assessment is €18,028. (h ;‘é ’

¢ L

maximum r
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7. How to claim

7.1  Claiming in-year

PAYE customers can make a claim in the current year using PAYE Services in
myAccount as follows:

e sign into myAccount,

o click the ‘Manage Your Tax for the current year’ link in PAYE Services,

e select ‘add new credits’,

e select ‘Dependant relative tax credit’ under the category ‘You and your

family’,
e complete and submit the form.

Self-assessed taxpayer in receipt of PAYE income also have the option to claim the
credit in-year by following the instructions above.

7.2 Claiming'on an Ihc@me Tax Return

PAYE customers can also make a claim by completing an Income Tax Return (Form
12) using myAccount as follows:

e click on ‘Review Your Tax for the previous 4 years’ link in PAYE Services,

e request ‘Statement of Liability’,

e click on ‘Complete Income Tax Return’,

e inthe ‘Tax Credits & Reliefs’ page select ‘You and your family’ and
‘Dependant relative tax credit’ and add it as a credit,

e complete and submit the return.

A claimant who is unable to use myAccount, €an claim'the credit by completing Form
DR1 (Claim for Dependent Relative Tax Credit).6r Form®R2(Claim for a son or
daughter or a child of your civil partner on whaose services you'depend).

Self-assessed individuals can claim the tax credit by completing the Dependent
Relative section on their Form 11 annual Income Tax Retutn after the end of the
year.

As a claim may be selected for future examination, all supporting documentation
relating to a claim should be retained for a period of six years from the end of the
tax year to which the claim relates.
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